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CURRENT DOCUMENTS
1.

REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF A SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM
IN THE AGEKDA OF THE THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION*

CONCLUSION OF A TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF FORCE IN
CUTER SPACE AND FROM SPACE AGAINET TEE EARTH

Letter dated 19 August 1983 from the First Vice-Chairman of
the Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the USSR,

to_the Secretary=General

The Boviet Union requests the inclusion in the agenda of the thirty-eighth
gession of the General Assembly of an item.entitled "Conclusion of a treaty on the
prohibition of the use of force in cuter space and from space against the Earth".

In propesing this item, the Soviet Union is seeking to aweid the
militarization of cuter space. Of particular danger in this respect are the plans
to create and deploy various space-weapons systems capable of destroying targets
both in gpace and on the Earth.

. The Soviet Unicn considers it most imperative to have a reliable means of
counteracting these plans to make space a sourca of niortal danger to all mankind,
by taking urgent and effective measures to prevent the arms race from spreading Lo
oute!: space., wluch it has not yet penetrated.

To this end, in 1981 at the United Nations the Soviet Union submitted a
proposal concerning the conclusion of a treaty on the prohibition of the stationing
of weapons of any kind in outer space. That proposal was approved by the General
Assembly, However, for well-known reasons, the drafting of that treaty has not yet
actually begun.

But time is running out, and now the Soviet Union is proposing that a furthas
step should be taken forthwith in the form of an agrecment on the general
prohibition of the use of force both in outer space and from space against the
Earth. It is submitting the relevant draft treaty for consideration at the currzant
52855100,

The most important feature of the draft treaty is the cambining of the
political-legal obligations of States not to allow the use of force in thear
ralations with each other in space and from space with measures of a material
nature aimed at banning the militarization of outer space,

More pfecisely, the Saviet Union is advocating a complete han on the testing
and deployment in space of any space-based weapon for the destruction of objects on
the Earth, in the atmosphere and in outer space.

It is also proposing a radical solution to the question of anti-satellite
weapans: the unconditional pledge of States not to create new anti-satellite
systems and to destroy any anti-satellite systems that they may alrsady have.

e Reissued for technical reascons. Taken from U,N.G.A. A/38/194 (1983).
For text of an eatlier Sovier proposal {Draft Treaty on the Prohibidon of the Stationming of Weapons of any kind in Qurer
Space), see UN. Doc. A/RES/36/97 (15 Jan. 1982, pp. 3-3), reproduced in 10 J. Space L. 27 f£(1982).

98
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The parties to the treaty would also undertake to refrain in every way from
destroying, damaging, disturbing the normal functicning ocr changing the filigh®
trajectory of space objects of other States.

In addition, the treaty would ban the testing and use for military, including
anti-satellite, purpeses of manned spacecraft, which should be used sclely to solve'
scientific, technical and econcmic problems of varicus kinds.

Action on the series of far-reaching measures propesed by the Soviet Union
weuld be a major and truly tangible contribution towards the attainment of the geoal
approved earlier by the United Nations, namely, ensuring that space is used
exclusively for peaceful purposes.

I reguest you to consider this letter as an explanatory memorandum under the

rules of procedure of the General Assembly and to circulate it, tegether with the
enclosed draft treaty, as an official doecument of the Gerneral Assembly.

A, GROMYKO
First Vice~Chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the USSR,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the USER

ANNEX

TREATY ON THE FRCHIBITION OF THE USE OF FORCE IN QUTER
SFACE AND FROM SPACE AGAINST THE EARTH

The States Parties to this Treaty,

Guided by the principle whereby Members of the United Nations shall refrain in
their international relaticons from the threat or use of force in any manner
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Vaticns,

Seeking to avert an arms race in outer space and thus to lessen the danger to
mankind of the threat of nuclear war,

Desiring to contribute towards attainment of the goal whereby the exploration
and utilization of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies,
would be carried out exclusively for peaceful purposes,

Have agreed on the following:

Article 1

It is prohibited to resort to the use or threat of force in outer space and
the atmosphere and on the Eapth through the utilizaticon, as instruments of
destruction, of space.objegts in.orbit arcund the Earth. on celestial bodies or
staticned in space in any othe: manner.

It i{s further prohibited to :esort to the use or threat of force against space
objects in orbit around the Earth, on celestial bodies or stationed im outer space
ia any other manner.

Acticle 2

In accordance with the provisions of article 1, States Parties %o this Treaty
undertake:

1. Not to test or deploy by placing in orbit arcund the Earth or stationing
on celestial bodies or in any other manner any space-based weapons for the
destruction of objects on the Earth, in the atmosphere or in outer space.
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2. Mot to utilize space objects in orbit around the Earth, on celestial
bodies or stationed in outer space in any other manner as means to destroy any
targets on the Earth, in the atmosphere or in outer space.

3. Not to destroy, damage, disturb the normal functioning or change the
flight trajectory of space objects of other States.

4. Not to test or create new anti—-satellite systems and to destroy any
anti~satellite systems that thry may already have.

5. Not to test or use manned spacecraft for military, including
anti-satellite, purposes.

Article 3

The State Parties to this Treaty agree not to assist, encourage or induce any
State, group of States, internatjonal organization or natural or legal person to
engage in activities prohibited by this Treaty.

Article 4

1. For the purpose of providing assurance of compliance with the provisions
of this Treaty, each State Party shall use the national technical means of
verification at its disposal in a manner consistent with generally recognized
principles of international law.

2. Each State Party undertakes not to interfere with the nat:onal technical
neans of verification of other States Parties operating in accordan:e with
paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 5

1. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake to consult and co~operate
with each other in solving any problems that may arise in connection with the
objectives of the Treaty or its implementation.

2. Consultations and co=-operation as provided in paragraph 1 of this article
may also be undertaken by having recourse to appropriate international procedures
within the United Nations and in accordance'with its Charteg. Such recourse may
include utilization of the services of the Consultative Committee of States Parties
to the Treaty.

3. The Consultative Committee of States Parties to the Treaty shall be
convened by the depositary within one month after the receipt of a regquest from any
State Party %o this Treaty. Any State Party may nominate a representative te saerve

on the Committee.

Article 6

Each State Party to this Treaty undertakes to adopt such internal measures as
it may deem necessary to fulfil its constitutional requirements in order to

prohibit or prevent the carrying out of any activity contrary to the provisions of
this Treaty in any place whatever under its jurisdiction or control.

Article 7

Nothing in this Treaty shall affect the rights and obligations of States under
the Charter of the United Nations.
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Article B

Any dispute which may arise in connection with the implementaticn of this
Treaty shall be settled exclusively by peaceful means through recourse to the
procedures provided for in the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 9

This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration.

Article 10

1. Thig Treaty shall be open to all States for signature at United Nations
Headquarters in New York. Any State which does not sign this treaty before its
entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may acceds to.it at

any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States,
Instruments of ratification and accessicn shall be depogited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Treaty shall enter into force between the States which have
deposited instruments of ratification upon the deposit with the Secretazy-~General
of the United Nations of the fifth instrument of ratification, provided that such
instruments have been deposited by the Union of Soviet Sogialist Republics and the
United States of 2Zmerica.

4, For ‘States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited
after the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date aof
the déposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall promptly inform all
signatory and acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of
each instrunent of ratification or access:.on, the date of entry into force of this
Treaty as well as other notices.

Article 11

This Treaty, of which the Arabic, Chinesa, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, who shall send duly certified copieg thereof to the
Governments of tha sighatory and acceding States.
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IT
RESCOLUTION ADCPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY %
[en the report of the Special Political Committee (A/37/646)]

37/89, International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space

The General Assembly,

Recalligg its resolution 36/35 of 18 November 1981,

Bearing in mind the fact that twenty-five years have passed since the
beginning of internaticnal co-operation in the peaceful uses of ocuter space in the
United Nations,

Deeply convinced of the commen interest of mankind in promoting the
exploraticn and use of cuter space for peaceful purposes and in continuing efforts
to extend to all States the benefits derived therefrom, and of the importance of
international co=operation in this fielé, for which the United Nations szhould
continue to previde a focal point,

Reaffirming the importance of international co-operation in developing the
rule of law for the advancement and preservation of the exploration and peaceful
uses of outer space,

Taking note with satisfaction of the progress achieved in the further
development of peaceful space exploration and application as well as in various
national and co-operative space prejects, which contribute to international
co-operation in this field, -

Having considerad the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space on the work of its twenty-fifth session, Y/

1. Endorses the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Spaces

2. Invites States that have not yet become parties to the internaticnal
treaties governing the use of outer space 2/ to give considerati-n to ratifying or
acceding to those treaties;

3. Takes note with appreciation of the successful conclus a»n of the Second
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses o Quter Space, held
at Vienna from 9 to 21 August 1882; 3/

bbb ——

* Taken from U.N.G.A. A/RES/37/89 (1983).

L1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh session,
Supplement No. 20 (A/37/20).

2/ Treaty on Principles Governing .the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Cuter Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
(General Assembly resolution 2222 {XXI), annex); Agreement on the Rescue of
Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Cbjects Launched into Cuter
Space (General Assembly resolution 2345 ({XXII}, annex); Convention om Internaticnal
Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects (General Assembly resolution
2777 (XXVI}, annex)s Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer
Space (General Assembly resolution 3235 (XXIX), annex); Agreement Coverning the
Activities of States on-the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (General Assembly
resalution 34/68, annex). '

3/ See A/CONF.101/10 and Corr.l and 2.
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4, . Notes that the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on ‘e Peaceful Uses
of COuter Space at its twenty-first sessions

(2) Continued its efforts to formulate draft pnncuples rela ing to the legal
implications of remote sensing of the earth from space;

(b) cConsidered the possibility of supplementing the norms of : aternational
law relevant to the use of nuclear power sSources in outer space thre igh its working

greupy

{c) Continued its discuasion of matters relating to the defini:ien and/or
delimitation of cuter space and cuter space activities, bearing in m.nd,
. inter alia, guestions relating to the geostationary orbity-

5. Decides that the legal Sub-Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Spacé
at its twenty-second session shoulds

{a} cContinue on a priority basis its detailed consideration of the legal
implications of remote sensing of the earth from space, with the aim of formulating
draft principles relating to remote sensingt

(5) Continue its consideration of:

(1) The possibility of supplementing the narms of international law relevant
to the use of nuclear power sources in ocuter space through its working

group;

(i1} Matters relating to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space and
outer space activities, bearing in mind, inter alia, gquestions relating
to the geostationary orbit, and devote adequate time for a deeper
consideration of this gquestiony

6. Notes that the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space at its nineteenth session continued:

{a} Its consideration of questlons relating to remote sensing of the earth by
satellites;

(b} Its consideration of the United Nations Programme on Space Applications
and the co-ordination of space activities within the United Nations system;

{c} Its examination of the physical nature and technical attributes of the
geostationary orbit;

(d) Its consideration of technical aspects of and safety measures :elatmg to
the use of nuclear power sources in outer spacej

{e) 1Its consideration of questions relating to space transportéticn systems
and their implications for future activities in space;

(£) Preparations for the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in its capacity as Advisory Committee to the
Preparatory Committees

7. Pndorses the recommendation of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
OQuter Space that the Scientific and Technigal Sub-Committee at its twentieth
seasion should:

{a} <Consider the following items on a pricrity basiss

(1) Consideration of the United Nations Programme cn Space Applications and
the co—erdination of outer space activities within the United Nations
system;
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(ii) Questions relating to remote sensing of the earth by Satellites;
{iii) Use of nuclear power sources in outer space;
(b) Consider the following items:

(i} Questions relating to space transportation systems and their implications
for future activities in spacep

(1i) Examination of the physical nature and technical attributes of the
geostationary orbity

8, Endorses the United Nations Programme on Space Applications for 1983, as
preposed to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space by the Expert on
Space Applicaticns, 4/ and the recommendations by the Second United Mations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space relating to the
Programme; 5/

9. Redquegts the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, with the
benefit of possible advice of both its Sub-Committees in their next sessions, to
consider the implementation of the recommendations of the Second United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, in particular the
order of priorities and the carrying out of the studies recommended by the
Conference;

10. Expresses its aporeciation to all Governments as well as specialized
agencies and other international organizations which acted as hosts to, offered
fellowships for, or otherwise assisted in the holding of, international training
seminars and workshops on space applications, particularly for the benefit of
developing countries;

11l. BReguests the specialized agencies and other internaticnal organizations
to continue and, where appropriate, enhance their cc-operation with the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and to provide it with progress reports on
their work relating to the peaceful uses of outer space;

12. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to continue
its work, in accordance with the present resolution and previous rescluticns of the
General Assembly, to consider, as appropriate, new projects in cuter space
activities and to submit a report to the Assembly at its thirty—eighth session,
ircluding its views on which subjects should.be studied in the future.

100tk vlenary meeting
10 December 1982

4/ A/AC.105/302, sect. III.

5/ A/CONF.101/10 and Corr.l and 2, paras. 429 and 430.
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III.

RESCQLUTION ADCOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY *
{on the report of the Special Political Committee (A/37/646))

37/80, Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Quter Space

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 33/16 of 10 November 1378, 34/67 of 5 December 1379,
35/15 of 3 November 1980 and 36/36 of 18 November 1981 concerning the convening as
well as the preparation of the Second United Natjions Conference on the Exploration .
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, held at Vienna from 9 to 21 August 1982, :

Reaffirming the importance of international co-operation in the exploration
and peaceful uses of outer space,

Reaffirming the importance of international co-cperation in developing the
rule of law for the advancement and preservation of thé expleraticn and peaceful
usas of outer space,

Gravely concerned at the extension of an arms race into outer spacsa,

dware of the need to increase the benefits of space technology and its
applications and to contribute to an orderly growth of space activities favourable
to the socio—economic advancement of mankind, in particular the peoples cof

developing countzies,

Taking into account new developments in space science and technology which are
being projected and envisaged in the coming decade as well as the new applicaticns
emerging therefrom and their potential benefits and possible implications for
national develcpment and international co-operation,

Conscious of the need further to increase the awareness of the general public
with regard to space technolegy and its applicaticns,

Desiring to enhance the effectiveness of the co-ordinating role of the United
Nations, which is eminently suited to bring about increased international
co-gperation and assistance to the developing countries in the field of exploration
and peacaful uses of cuter space, '

Expressing its satisfaction with the successful preparation of the Confererice
through the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space, as the Preparatory
Committea, and its Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, as the Advisory
Committee, as well as through the Conference secretariat,

Taking note of the report of the Second United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of CQuter Space, 1/

1. Expresses its aporeciation and thanks to the Government and people of
Austria for the excellent facilities and genercus hospitality provided for the
Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Usas of Quter
Space;

*Taken from U,N,G.A, A/RES/37/90 (19233,

1/ A/CONF.101/10 and Corr.l and 2.
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2. Endorses the recommendations pertaining to international co-operation in
the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space, as contained in the report of the
Conferences 2/

14

3. Invites all Governments to take effective action for the implementation
of the recommendations of the Conferencef

4. Invites all Member States, in particular those with major space
capabilities, to contribute actively to the goal of preventing an arms race in
outer space, as an essential condition f£or the promotion of international
co-operation in the exploration and uses of cuter space for peaceful purposes;

5. Requests all organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system and other intergovernmental organizations which are working in the field of
outer space or space~related matters Lo co-operate in the implementation of the
recommendations of the Conferencep

6. Takes note of the recommendaticns of the Conference regarding study
projects 3/ and iavites all specialized agencies and other intergovernmental
organizations concerned to contribute within their field of competence to the
elaboration of these studies; -

7. Decides, upon the recommendations of the Conference, 4/ that the United
Nations Programme on Space Applications should be directed towards the folleowing
objectives:

(a) Promoticon of greater exchange of actual experiences with specific
applicationss;

_(b) Promotion of greater co-vperation in space science and technolegy between
developed and developing countries as well as among developing countries;

(¢} Development of a fellowship programme for in-depth training of space
technologists and applications specialists, with the help of Member States and
relevant international organizations and establishment and regular up-dating of
lists containing available fellowships in all States and ralevant jiternaticnal
organizations;

() Organization of reqular seminars on advanced space applicz:zions and new
system developments for managers and leaders of space application ard technology
development activities as well as seminars for users in specific aprlications for
durations, as appropriate;

(e} Stimulation of the growth of indigenous ruclei and an autonomous
technological base, to the extent pessible, in space technology in developing
counkries with the co-operation of other United Nations crganizations and/or States
Members of the United Naticns or members of the specialized agencies;

(£) Dissemination, through panel meetahgs and seminars, of information on new
and advanced technolegy and applications, with emphasis on their relevance and
implications for developing countriesp

(g} Provision or arrangements for provision of technical advisory services on
space applications projects, upot request by Member States or any of the
specialized agencies)

e ————

2/  Ibid,, para 361.
3/ Ibia., para. 428.

4/ Ibid,, para., 430.
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8. Decides to establish an International Space Information Service,
initially consisting of a directory of sources ¢f infermation and data services to
provide direction upon request ko accessible data banks and information sources;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to strengthen the Quter Space Affairs
pivision of the Secretariat with an appropriate augmentation of technical personnal
and decides, upon the recommendation of the Conference, 5/ that all new or expanded
activities contained in the present resolution are to be funded mainly through
voluntary contributions of States in money or in kind, as well zs through the
rearrangement of priorities within the next reqular budget of the United Nations;

16. BAppeals to all Governments to make voluntary contributions, either in
money ©r in kind, towards carrying out the recommendations of the Conference:

1l. aApproves the recommendations of the Conference regarding the
establishment and strengthening of reuicnal mechanisms of co-operation and their
premotion and creation through the United Nations system; §/

12. Emphasizes the need for close co-operation between all United Naticns
nodies engaging in space or space~related activities, as well as the desirabilirvy
of close co-operation with international funding agencies and subsidiary bodies,
such as the United Nations Development Programme}

13. Requests the Secretary-General to assure the availability and appropriate
dissemination of the report of the Conference;

14, Further requests the Secretary-Ceneral %o report to the General Assembly
at its thirty-eighth session on the implementation of the present reseclution.

100th plerary meetihg
10 Cecember 1382

3/ Ibid., para. 423.

8/ _Ibid,, para., 353.
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