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"(b) Any invention made, used or sold in outer space on a 
space object or component thereof that is carried on the registry of a 
foreign state in accordance with the Convention on Registration of Objects 
Launched into Outer Space, shall be considered to be made, used or sold 
within the United States for the purposes of this title if specifically so 
agreed in an international agreement between the United States and the 
state of registry. II 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.- The table of sections of chapter 10 of 
title 35, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following: 
"105. Inventions in outer space." 
SEC. 2. SPECIAL RULES. 

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE. - Subject to subsections (b), (c), and (d) 
of this section, the amendments made by the first section of this Act shall 
apply to all United States patents granted before, on, or after the date of 
enactment of this Act, and to all applications for United States patents 
pending on or filed on or after such date of enactment. 

(b) FINAL DECISIONS. - The amendments made by the first 
section of this Act shall not affect any final decision made by a court or 
the Patent and Trademark Office before the date of enactment of this Act 
with respect to a patent or an application for a patent, if no appeal from 
such decision is pending and the time for filing an appeal has expired. 

(c) PENDING CASES. - The amendments made by the first 
section of this Act shall not affect the right of any party in any case 
pending in a court on the date of enactment of this Act to have the party's 
rights determined on the basis of the substantive law in effect before such 
date of enactment. 

(d) NON-APPLICABILITY. - The amendments made by the first 
section of this Act shall not apply to any process, machine, article of 
manufacture. or composition of matter. an embodiment of which was 
launched prior to the date of enactment of this Act. 

Resolution on 
International Law 

IV. 

Space Law of the 64th Conference of the 
Association, held in Queensland, Australia, 

19-25 August 1990 

Whereas the Seoul Conference of the Association in 1986 decided 
that the Space Law Committee should take up the issue of debris and 
pollution from activities in outer space; 

Whereas the Warsaw Conference in 1988 decided that the Space Law 
Committee begin an exchange of views to elaborate principles and 
guidelines on the subject of environmental risks arising from space 
activities to be presented and considered by the Space Law Session of the 
1990 Conference; 

Pursuant to these instructions the Chairman and the Rapporteur of 
the Space Law Committee prepared and circulated a Questionnaire among 
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the members of the Space Law Committee concerning an evaluation of (1) the 
present state of the law, and (2) suggestions for the future; 

And Whereas on the basis of the answers received to these 
questions, and the discussions held in other fora such as the International 
Institute of Space Law (1988-1989), the Instituto Iberoamericano de 
Derecho Aeronautico y del Espacio (1988), the Cologne Colloquium on the 
Environmental Aspects of Space Activities (1988) and the Ottawa Meeting 
of Experts on the Protection of the Atmosphere (1989), the Rapporteur of 
the Committee prepared a Report which was circulated to members before 
this Conference; 

And Whereas a further discussion on the subject, based upon this 
Report, took place in Queensland in 1990 during a session of the 64th 
Conference; 

Recommends that the Space Law Committee, on the basis of the work 
carried out so far. start work on the elaboration of an international 
instrument to be considered at the 1992 Conference. 

Further recommends that, in doing so, the Committee should take 
into account the following 

1. A general 
environmental risks arising 
faith; 

principles and guidelines: 
obligation to cooperate in the field of 

from space activities, and to negotiate in good 

2. An obligation to ensure that space activities do not cause 
damage to persons, objects or the environment of other States, or to the 
environment in areas beyond national jurisdiction; 

3. Particularly, an obligation to exchange information, to 
consult and to cooperate with other States and international organizations 
in order to reduce existing and prevent future space debris as much as 
possible; 

4. An obligation to make every effort to settle. eventual 
disputes in a prompt and amicable manner and, failing this, to resort to 
arbitration or adjudication to achieve a final and binding settlement. 
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v. 

International Institute of Space Law of the International 
Astronautical Federation, Standing Committee on the Status of 

International Agreements Relating to Activities in Outer 
Space, Third Annual Report - October 1990 

Backaround 

At the meeting of the IIS,L Board of Directors held at Brighton, England in 
October 1987, the Board of Directors decided to create a standing committee of the 
Institute to prepare and submit at each annual Colloquium a report on the status of 
signatures to agreements relating to activities in space. 

Institute members who can contribute substantively to the work of the 
Committee are invited to serve on the committee, Membership is open to any 
Interested IISL member. The committee members help collect, review, and verify data 
concerning selected space agreements. Agreements of general global applicability or 
regional applicability are selected for reporting. Bilateral agreements are not being 
Included in the report at this stage. In general, the agreements being included and 
their status are believed to be valid as of December 31, 1989. 

For each agreement listed herein we intend to include citations to sources in 
various languages. Primary reference sources will be cited in major working 
languages of the United Nations and international organizations. It is not practical to 
attempt to list sources in every language because of volume and complexity. Work is 
progressing on the multilingual citation table. 

Coded entries are used in the table as follows: 

X 
Xr 

Xu 
D 

= 
= 

ratification, accession, succession; no reservations 
ratification, accession, succession; reservations, 
clarifications or statements 
signature only; agreement unratified 
deciaration of acceptance 

When no entry IS made in a column opposite a state's name, that state has not signed 
that agreement, or that state has withdrawn from the agreement. 
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AGREEMENTS INCLUDED 

1. Treaties & Agreements of Genera! Scope and Applicability 

UN Charter· Charter 01 the United Nations and Statute of the International Court of Justice; done at 
San Francisco June 26,1945; entered into lorce October 24,1945, (59 Stal. 1031; IS 
993; 3 Bevans 1153) 

1963 NIBI· Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under 
Water; done at Mosoow August 5, 1963; entered into force October 10, 1963. (14 UST 
1313; TIAS 5433; 480 UNTS 43) 

1967 OST· Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of Slates in the Exploration and Use of Outer 
Space, inclUding the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies; done at Washington, London and 
Moscow January 27, 1967; entered into force October 10, 1967. (18 UST 2410; TIAS 
6347; 610 UNTS 205) 

1968 ARRA· Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of 
Objects Launched into Outer Space; done at Washington, London and Moscow Apri122, 
1968; entered into lorca December 3, 1968, (19 US! 7570; TIAS 6599; 672 UNTS 119) 

1972 Llab. Conv.· Convention on International liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects; done at 
Washington, London and Moscow March 29, 1972; entered inl0 force September 1. 1972. 
(24 UST 2389; TIAS 7762; 961 UNTS 187) 

1975 Regis. Conv.· Convention on Regislration of Objects Launched into Outer Space; done at New York 
January 14, 1975; entered into force September 15, 1976. (28 UST 695; TIAS 8480; 1023 
UNTS 15) 

1979 Moon Agrmt· Agreement Governing the Activ~ies of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, 
done at New York December 18, 1979; entered into force July 11, 1984. (181.1.M. 1434) 

2. Charters and Conventions of International Organizations 

Intelsal • 

Inmarsa! • 

Intersputnlk ~ 

Inlercosmos· 

Agreement Relating to the International Telecommunications Satell~e Organization 
(INTELSAT) w~h annexes, and Operating Agreement Relating to the International 
Telecommunications Satellite Organization with annex; done at Washington August 20, 
1971; entered into force February 12, 1973. (23 UST 3813, 4091; TIAS 7532) 

Convantion on the International Maritime Satellite Organization (INMARSAT) with annex, 
and the Operating Agreement on the International Maritime Satellite Organization with 
annex; done at London September 3, 1976; entered into force July -16, 1976. (31 UST 1, 
135; TIAS 9605) 

Agreement on the Establishment of the -Intersputnik" International System and 
Organization of Space Communications; done at Moscow November 15, 1971; entered 
into force July 12, 1972. 

Agreement on Cooperation in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space for Peaceful 
Purposes; done at Moscow July 13,1976; entered into force March 25, 1977. 

3. Specla! Topic and Beglonal Agreements 

Arabsat • 

ESA -

Eulelsat • 

Eumetsal • 

The Agreement of the Arab Corporation for Space Communications, done at Cairo, 
Wednesday 14 Rabi AI Akhar 1396 H., corresponding to April 14, 1976. 

Convention for the establishment of a European Space Agency w~h annexes; done at 
Paris on May 30,1975; entered into forca October 30,1980. 

Convention establishing the European telecommunications satellite organization, done at 
Paris, July 15, 1982; entered into force July 3,1985. 

Convention for the establishment of a Europe;;!n organization for the exploitation of 
meteorological satellites, done at Geneva, May 24,1983; entered into force June 19, 
1986. 
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Gabon (eq) X X X X X 
Gambia, The X Xu X Xu 
German Oem. Rep. X X X X X CD X X 
Germany. Fed. Rep or X X X X X X X X X X 
Ghana X Xu Xu Xu X 
Greece X X X X X X X X 

Guatemala X Xu Xu X 
GUinea X 
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Ho:y See Xu X X 
Honduras X Xu Xu X 
Hungary X X X X X X X 
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