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(d) Questions relating to space transportation systems and 
their implications for future activities in space; 

(e) Examination of the physical nature and technical attributes 
of the geostationary orbit and of its utilization and applications, including, 
inter alia, in the field of space communications, as well as other questions 
relating to space communications developments, taking particular account 
of the needs and interests of developing countries; 

(f) Matters relating to life sciences, including space medicine; 
(g) Progress in national and international space activities 

related to the Earth's environment, in particular progress in the 
International Geosphere-Biosphere (Global Change) Programme; 

(h) Matters relating to planetary exploration; 
(i) Matters relating to astronomy; 
G) The theme fixed for the special attention of the 

Subcommittee; the Committee on Space Research and the International 
Astronautical Federation, in liaison with Member States, should be invited 
to arrange a symposium, with as wide a participation as possible, to be held 
during the first week of the session of the Subcommittee, to complement 
discussions within the Subcommittee on the special theme; 

15. Notes that the theme for the special attention of the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-seventh session will be 
identified by the Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth session; 

16. Endorses the four-year work plan for consideration of the 
agenda item on the use of nuclear power sources in outer space adopted by 
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-fifth session, and 
agrees that the Subcommittee should reconvene its Working Group on the 
Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space at its thirty-seventh session 
to conduct its work in accordance with the work plan; 

17. Notes that the Working Group of the Whole to Evaluate the 
Implementation of the Recommendations of the Second United Nations 
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space of the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee concluded its evaluation of the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Second Conference, and takes 
note of the conclusions of the Working Group of the Whole, as endorsed by 
the Committee and as contained in the report of the Working Group of the 
Whole;10 

18. Notes with satisfaction that, in accordance with General 
Assembly resolution 52/56, the Working Group of the Whole assisted the 
Advisory Committee for UNISPACE III in its preparatory work for the 
Conference, and agrees that the Advisory Committee should reconvene th e 
Working Group of the Whole at its 1999 session to finalize its preparatory 
work; 

10 A/AC.105/697 and Corr.l. annex II. 
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19. Endorses the United Nations Programme on Space 
Applications for 1999, as proposed to the Committee by the Expert on 
Space Applications;11 

20. Notes with satisfaction that, in accordance with paragraph 
30 of General Assembly resolution 50127 of 6 December 1995, the Centre 
for Space Science and Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific 
continued its education programme in 1998 and that significant progress 
has been achieved in establishing regional centres for space science and 
technology education in the other regions; 

21. Notes that, pursuant to the request in paragraph 29 of 
General Assembly resolution 511123, the Committee and its Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee, at their 1998 sessions, carried out the tasks 
entrusted to them in their roles as the Preparatory Committee and th e 
Advisory Committee, respectively, for UNISPACE III; 

22. Endorses the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee 
at its 1998 session, concerning, in particular, the structure of the draft 
report and the provisional rules of procedure of UNISPACE III, as contained 
in its report,12 and requests the Preparatory and Advisory Committees and 
the executive secretariat to carry out their tasks in accordance with those 
recommendations; 

23. Notes with satisfaction the holding of the preparatory 
regional conference at Kuala Lumpur from 18 to 22 May 1998 and its 
recommendations, the preparatory regional conference at Concepcio'n, 
Chile, from 12 to 16 October 1998 and the Concepcio'n Declaration of 16 
October 1998 131 and the preparatory regional conference at Rabat from 26 
to 30 October 1998, and also notes with satisfaction that a preparatory 
regional conference will be held in Romania from 25 to 29 January 1999; 

24. Encourages all Member States, organizations within the 
United Nations system and other international organizations with space 
activities, as well as space-related industries and national 
organizations, invited through their Governments, to contribute actively to 
achieving the objectives of UNISPACE III; 

25. Invites Member States, space agencies and space-related 
international and national organizations to support the preparations for 
UNISPACE III by providing the executive secretariat with junior or senior 
experts, by co-sponsoring activities related to UNISPACE III and by 
providing other voluntary contributions; 

26. Notes with satisfaction that in order to service UNISPACE 
III, to the extent feasible, within existing resources, the savings realized 
by the Committee and its subsidiary bodies in 1998 and 1999 in 

II See A/AC.lOS/693 and Corr.!, sect. J. 
12 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fift~-third Session. Supplement 
No. 20 (A/S3/20), chap. II.B. 131 A/C.4/S3/S, annex. 
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conference-servicing resources by shortening. as an exception, their 
regular annual sessions will be utilized; 

27. Agrees that pre-Conference consultations by all States 
Members of the United Nations should be convened on 18 July 1999 at the 
site of UNISPACE III, within existing resources, and requests the 
Preparatory Committee to report during the consultations on the work i t 
has conducted; 

28. Requests UNISPACE III to submit a report to the General 
Assembly at its fifty-fourth session; 

29. Agrees that in view of the abbreviated schedule of work of 
the Committee at its forty-second session and the preparatory work to be 
conducted for UNISPACE III, the Committee should suspend its work on the 
following items for one year, to be resumed at its forty-third session: 

(a) Consideration, as a matter of priority, of ways and means of 
maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes; 

(b) Consideration of the item entitled "Spin-off benefits of space 
technology: review of current status"; 

30. Recommends that more attention be paid to all aspects 
related to the protection and the preservation of the outer space 
environment, . especially those potentially affecting the Ear t h _ s 
environment; 

31. Considers that it is essential that Member States pay more 
attention to the problem of collisions of space objects, including those with 
nuclear power sources, with space debris, and other aspects of space 
debris, calls for the continuation of national research on this question, for 
the development of improved technology for the monitoring of space debris 
and for the compilation and dissemination of data on space debris, also 
considers that, to the extent possible, information thereon should 
be provided to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, and agrees that 
international cooperation is needed to expand appropriate and affordable 
strategies to minimize the impact of space debris on future space missions; 

32. Urges all States, in particular those with major space 
capabilities, to contribute actively to the goal of preventing an arms race in 
outer space as an essential condition for the promotion of international 
cooperation in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful 
purposes; 

33. Emphasizes the need to increase the benefits of space 
technology and its applications and to contribute to an orderly growth of 
space activities favourable to sustained economic growth and sustainable 
development in all countries, particularly in the developing countries; 

34. Requests the specialized agencies and other international 
organizations to continue and, where appropriate, enhance their 
cooperation with the Committee and to provide it with progress reports on 
their work relating to the peaceful uses of outer space; 
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35. Requests the Committee to continue its work, in accordance 
with the present resolution, to consider, as appropriate, new projects in 
outer space activities, and to submit a report to the General Assembly at 
its fifty-fourth session, including its views on which subjects should be 
studied in the future. 

78th plenary meeting 
3 December 1998 



UNISPACE III 

THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE 
EXPLORATION AND PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE 
EXPLORATION AND PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE 

Vienna 
19-30 July 1999 

The Space Millennium: Vienna Declaration on Space and Human 
Development 

The States participating in the Third United Nations Conference on the 
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III), held in 
Vienna from 19 to 30 July 1999, 

1. 

Reaffirming the aims and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations, the principles of international law and the relevant resolutions of 
the General Assembly, 

Having in mind that humans have always gazed at the sky with wonder 
and that from such was born the curiosity that drove early astronomers to 
study the movements of celestial bodies, from which the foundations of 
modern space science and technology were laid, 

Recognizing the importance of space science and space applications for 
the fundamental knowledge of the universe, education, health, 
environmental monitoring. management of natural resources, disaster 
management, meteorological forecasting and climate modelling, satellite 
navigation and communications, and the major contribution that space 
science and technology make to the well-being of humanity and specifically 
to economic, social and cultural development, 

Considering that space transcends national boundaries and interests, 
permitting the development of global solutions to address common 
challenges and providing a vantage point from which to view planet Earth, 

Noting the positive developments in international relations since the 
Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space, held in Vienna from 9 to 21 August 1982,1 
Reaffirming the common interest of all humanity in the progress of the 

exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, and convinced of 

See Report of the Second United Nations Conference on tile Exploration and 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Vienna. 9-21 August 1982 (A/CONF.lOlIlO and Corr. 
I and 2). 
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the need to prevent an arms race in outer space as an essential condition 
for the promotion of international cooperation in this regard, 

Recognizing that outer space should be the province of all humankind, 
to be utilized for peaceful purposes and in the interests of maintaining 
international peace and security, in accordance with international law, 
including the United Nations Charter, and as proclaimed in the Treaty 0 I I 
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 

Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, 2 

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 51/122 of 13 December 
1996, entitled Declaration on International Cooperation in the Exploration 
and Use of Outer Space for the Benefit and in the Interest of All States, 

Taking into Particular Account the Needs of Developing Countries,3 
Recognizing that the orderly conduct of space activities is beneficial 

to all countries, whether or not they have already become active in space 
research or have started to utilize space applications. and that active 
support for space activities is expressed in the observance by States and 
by international organizations of the provisions of the outer space treaties, 

Noting with satisfaction that the United Nations conferences on the 
exploration and peaceful uses of outer space were held in Vienna in 1968 
and in 1982, leading to many new initiatives, including the creation of the 
United Nations Programme on Space Applications and the establishment of 
regional centres for space science and technology education, affiliated to 
the United Nations, which are contributing to a better understanding of 
space technology and to capacity-building in the utilization of space 
technology at the local level for social and economic development, 

Noting the benefits and applications of space technologies in 
addressing the unprecedented challenges to sustainable development, and 
noting also the effectiveness of space instruments for dealing with the 
challenges posed by the pollution of the environment, depletion of natural 
resources, loss of biodiversity and the effects of natural and anthropogenic 
disasters, 

Recognizing that significant changes have occurred in the structure 
and content of world space activity, as reflected in the increasing number 
of participants in space activities at all levels and the growing 
contribution of the private sector in the promotion and implementation of 
space activities, 

Recognizing also that the use 

the principles set out in Agenda 

of space technology 

214 for the benefit 

General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), annex. 
General Assembly resolution 511122. 

should 

of all 

accord with 

nations and 

4 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Develepment, 
Rio de Janeiro. 3·]4 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and 
corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions adopted by the Conference, resolution I, annex II. 
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peoples and that its applications should extend to the developing 
countries, 

Recognizing further the role played in recent years in the field of 
space by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, as well as the 
role of States in the formulation of policies and implementation of 
international cooperation, 

Realizing that the above-mentioned challenges can be met for the 
benefit of all humanity by considering the mutual interests of all parties, 
sharing space knowledge and resources, coordinating missions and projects 
between interested States and strengthening international cooperation in 
the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space, 

Convinced that efforts should be undertaken to facilitate substantive 
joint projects between "space-faring" and non-"space-faring" countries as 
well as among developing countries, which could result in the undertaking 
of projects that are beyond the means of individual countries, 

Taking note with satisfaction of the valuable contributions of 
participants of the Technical Forum and Space Generation Forum to th e 
work of UNISPACE 111, 

Declare the following as the nucleus of a strategy to address global 
challenges in the future: 

1. Protecting the Earth's environment and managing its resources 
Action should be taken: . 
Ca) To develop a comprehensive, worldwide, environmental monitoring 

strategy for long-term global observations by building on existing space 
and ground capabilities, through the coordination of the activities of 
various entities and organizations involved in such efforts; 

Cb) To improve the management of the Earth's natural resources by 
increasing and facilitating the research and operational use of remote 
sensing data, enhancing the coordination of remote sensing systems, and 
increasing access to, and affordability of, Imagery; 

Cc) To develop and implement the Integrated Global Observing Strategy 
so as to enable access to and the use of space-based and other Earth 
observation data; 

Cd) To enhance weather 
international 
applications; 

cooperation in 
and 
the 

climate 
field 

forecasting by 
of meteorological 

expanding 
satellite 

Ce) To ensure, to the extent possible, that all space activities, in 
particular those which may have harmful effects on the local and global 
environment, are carried out in a manner that limits such effects, and to 
take appropriate measures to achieve that objective; 

II. Using space applications for human security, development and 
welfare 

Action should be taken: 
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(a) To improve public health services by expanding and coordinating 
space-based services for tele-medicine and for controlling infectious 
diseases; 

(b) To implement an integrated, global system, especially through 
international cooperation, to manage natural disaster mitigation, relief and 
prevention efforts, especially of an international nature, through Earth 
observation, communications and other space based services, making 
maximum use of existing capabilities and filling gaps in worldwide 
satellite coverage; 

(c) To promote literacy and enhance rural education by improving and 
coordinating educational programmes and satellite-related infrastructures; 

(d) To improve knowledge-sharing by giving more importance to the 
promotion of universal access to space-based communications services and 
by devising efficient policies, infrastructures, standards and applications 
development projects; 

(e) To improve the efficiency and security of transport, search and 
rescue, geodesy and other activities by promoting the enhancement of; 
universal access to and compatibility of space-based navigation and 
positioning systems; 

(I) To assist States, especially developing countries, in applying the 
results of space research with a view to promoting the sustainable 
development of all peoples; 

Ill. Advancing scientific knowledge of space and protecting the 
space environment 

Action should be taken: 
(a) To improve the scientific knowledge of near and outer space by 

promoting cooperative activities in such areas as astronomy, space biology 
and medicine, space physics, the study of near-Earth objects and planetary 
exploration; 

(b) To improve the protection of the near and outer space environments 
through further research in and implementation of mitigation measures for 
space debris; 

(c) To improve the international coordination of activities related to 
near-Earth objects, harmonizing the worldwide efforts directed at 
identification, follow-up observation and orbit prediction, while at the 
same time giving consideration to developing a common strategy that would 
include future activities related to near-Earth objects; 

(d) To protect the near and outer space environments through further 
research on designs, safety measures and procedures associated with the 
use of nuclear power sources in outer space; 

(e) To ensure that all users of space consider the possible 
consequences of their activities, whether ongoing or planned, before 
further irreversible actions are taken affecting future utilization of 
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near-Earth space or outer space, especially in areas such as astronomy, 
Earth observation and remote sensing, as well as global positioning and 
navigation systems, which have already become areas of concern because of 
the interference of the electromagnetic spectrum by unwanted emissions; 

IV. Enhancing education and training opportunItles and ensuring 
public awareness of the importance of space activities 

Action should be taken: 

(a) To enhance capacity-building through the development of human 
and budgetary resources, trammg and professional development of 
teachers and exchange of teaching methods, materials and experience, 
infrastructures and policy regulations; 

(b) To increase awareness among decision makers and the general 
public of the importance of peaceful space activities for improving the 
common economic and social welfare of humanity; 

(c) To establish andlor strengthen national mechanisms to coordinate 
the appropriate development of space activities and foster participation by 
all sectors concerned: 

(d) To improve the sharing of information on and use of spin-offs from 
space activities, in particular between developed and developing countries, 
by making use of appropriate communications technologies; 

(e) To encourage all countries to provide their children and youth, 
especially females, through appropriate educational programmes, with 
opportunities to learn more about space science and technology and their 
importance to human development and to participate fully in activities 
related to space science and technology, as an investment in the future; 

(1) To create within the framework of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space, a consultative mechanism to facilitate the continued 
participation of young people from all over the world, especially those from 
developing countries and young women, in cooperative space~related 

activities; 
(g) To consider 

contributions in space 
the creation of awards to recognize 
activity, in particular for youth; 

outstanding 

V. Strengthening and repositioning of space activities in the United 
Nations system 

Action should be taken: 

(a) To reaffirm the role of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space, its two subcommittees and its secretariat in leading global efforts 
for the exploration and peaceful use of outer space on significant global 
issues; 
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(b) To assist in the improvement of the capacity-building process in 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition by 
emphasizing the development and transfer of knowledge and skills, by 
ensuring sustainable funding mechanisms for the regional centres for 
space science and technology education, affiliated to the United Nations, by 
enhancing support for the United Nations Programme on Space Applications 
through the provision of adequate resources, and by participating in the 
implementation of the new strategy of the Programme arising from 
UNISPACE III; 

(c) To encourage the increased use of space-related systems and 
services by the specialized agencies and programmes of the United Nations 
and by the private sector around the world, where appropriate, in order to 
support United Nations efforts to promote the exploration and peaceful 
uses of outer space; 

(d) To promote the efforts of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space in the development of space law by inviting States to ratify or 
accede to, and inviting international intergovernmental organizations to 
declare acceptance of, the outer space treaties5 developed by the 
Committee and by considering the further development of space law to meet 
the needs of the international community, taking into particular account 
the needs of developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition; 

working methods of 
Space and its two 
concern, including 

(e) To further consider the agenda structure and 
the Committee on the Peaceful I Uses of Outer 
subcommittees to better reflect issues of global 
international cooperation in space activities, taking into particular account 

The existing treaties and agreements are the Treaty on Principles Governing 
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (the "Outer Space Treaty"), adopted on 19 
December 1966, opened for signature on 27 January 1967, entered into force on 10 
October 1967, 95 ratifications and 27 signatures; the Agreement on the Rescue of 
Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space (the "Rescue Agreement"), adopted on 19 December 1967. opened for 
signature on 22 April 1968. entered into force on 3 December 1968. 85 ratifications 
and 26 signatures; the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused 
by Space Objects (the "Liability Convention"), adopted on 29 November 1971. 
opened for signature on 29 March 1972. entered into force on I September 1972. 
80 ratifications and 26 signatures; the Convention 00 the Registration of Objects 
Launched into Outer Space (the "Registration Convention"), adopted on 12 
November 1974, opened for signature on 14 January 1975, entered into force 00 

15 September 1976, 40 ratifications and 4 signatures and the Agreement 
Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (the 
"Moon Agreement"), adopted on 5 December 1979. opened for signature on 18 
December 1979, entered into force on 11 July 1984, 9 ratifications and 5 
signatures. 
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the needs 
transition, 

of developing countries 
as set out in the report 

and countries with economies in 
of the Committee on its fortieth 

. 6 
seSSIon; 

(f) To strengthen the coordination of mutually beneficial 
between the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
United Nations entities; 

VI. Promoting international cooperation 

activities 
and other 

Action should be taken to follow up the decision by the States 
participating in UNISPACE III: 

(a) To take note of the recommendations of the regional preparatory 
conferences for Africa and the Middle East, for Asia and the Pacific, for 
eastern Europe and for Latin America and the Caribbean that are relevant 
to efforts made at the global and regional levels, as set forth in sections A 
and B, respectively, of the annex to the present Declaration, and to cal1 
upon the international community, to the extent feasible, to consider those 
recommendations in appropriate forums; 

(b) To establish a special voluntary United Nations fund for the 
purpose of implementing the recommendations of UNISPACE III, in 
particular the activities of the regional centres for space science and 
technology education, taking into account the recommendations of the 
regional preparatory conferences. All States are invited to support th e 
fund financially or in kind. They will be invited to do so through an annual 
letter from the Secretary-General which, inter alia, will identify priority 
project proposals for enhancing and assisting technical cooperation 
activities, in particular for human resource development. The Secretariat 
will report annually to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, 
listing those States which have responded; 

(c) To adopt measures aimed at identifying new and innovative sources 
of financing at the international level, including in the private sector, in 
order to support the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE 
III in developing countries; 

(d) To encourage all States and international organizations to 
strengthen their efforts in promoting the peaceful uses of outer space for 
the benefit and in the interest of all States, taking into particular account 
the interest of developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition, by facilitating programmes and activities between spacefaring 
and non-space-faring countries, as well as among developing countries, and 
involving civil society, including industry; 

Official Records of the General Assembly. Fifty-second Session. Supplement 
No. 20, (Al52120), annex. 
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Recognize the tremendous achievements of space science and 
technology to date, look forward with confidence to achieving even greater 
progress in the future, and stress the vital importance of attaining th e 
goals and executing the actions outlined above and described in detail in 
the report of UNISPACE III; 

Emphasize that the shared objective of sustainable development for all 
countries will require timely and effective action to achieve the stated 
goals and that such an endeavor will provide ample scope for space science 
and technology to play their proper role as major contributors to people's 
well-being; 

Recognize that the promotion of bilateral, regional and international 
cooperation in the field of outer space must be guided by General 
Assembly resolution 511122; 

II. 

Recalling that 4 October 1957 was the date of the launch into outer 
space of the first human-made Earth satellite, SPUTNIK I, thus opening the 
way for space exploration; 

Recalling also that 10 October 1967 was the date of the entry into 
force of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 
Exploration and Uses of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other 

Celestial Bodies;? 
Decide, in order to contribute to the achievement of the objectives of 

UNISPACE III, in particular that of increasing awareness among decision 
makers and civil society of the benefits of the peaceful uses of space 
science and technology for sustainable development, to invite the General 
Assembly to declare, according to its procedures, "World Space Week" 
between 4 and 10 October for the yearly celebration at the international 
level of the contribution that space science and technology can make to the 
betterment of the human condition; 

Recommend to the General Assembly that it review and evaluate, 
within existing resources, the implementation of the recommendations of 
UNISPACE III after a period of five years, and thereafter as appropriate, 
and the reviews are to be conducted on the basis of preparatory work by 
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space open to the participation 
of all Member States of the United Nations and the specialized agencies, of 
the United Nations system and observers. 

General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), annex. 
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